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our Raleighs, and Drakes, and Frobishers were formed.
In the ante-Lancashire period, now forgotten, Devon was
a great mercantile county, and adjacent Cornwall shared,
though somewhat less, in its power and its celebrity. It was
'Devonshire', local enthusiasts have said, 'which beat the
Spanish Armada.' I am not sure of the history; according
to my memory, the Armada was beaten by the waves; but
Devonshire is right in this—she bred a main part of those
who would have resisted the Armada, and who in that age
fought the Spaniards whenever, in either hemisphere,
propitious fate sent an opportunity.
Mr. Arnold has lately been writing on the influence of
the Celtic character on the English. I wish he would con-
sider whether the predominance of Southern England in
old times, say in the Tudor period, had nothing to do with
the largely romantic elements in the characters of those
times. 'North of the Trent' the population was always thin
till the manufacturing times, and there must have been
a much scantier subjacent race of Celts there than in
Devon and the South. It may be accident, but certainly
the Tudor Englishman tends to crop up hereabouts. There
is Mr. Kingsley, who was born, I believe, at Clovelly, and
has drunk into his very nature all the life of this noble coast.
There is in his style a vigour, softened, yet unrelaxed,
which is like the spirit of these places. If he is not more
like a Tudor Englishman than a nineteenth-century
Englishman, then words have no meaning, and Mr. Arnold
may be able to prove, though I can but suggest, that the
source of all this compacted energy, fancy, and unsound-
ness lies in the universal local predominance of the Celtic
nature. The datum is certain at least; we can all see that

